
MUSIC THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 1, 2008

ST. JOSEPH’S HEALTH CENTRE, GUELPH, ONTARIO

Present:  Tonya Castle Purvis, Karie Bilger, Jean Biller, Trish MacAulay, Ruth Roberts, 
Angela Randall, Jennifer Dureno, Valerie Conforzi, Aaron Jamin, Demian Kogutek, 
Melissa Jessop, Adrienne Pringle, Noreen Donnell, Heidi Flynn, Bernice Chu, Sarah 
Dowker, Alyssa Kerfoot, Linda Gambell, Bonnie Brittain, Elaine Ma, Sharon Man, 
Michelle Song, Melanie Keyes, Sarah Wilson, Audra Young, Candace Rahn, Linda 
Dessau, Brian Garner, Janet Carter, Jennifer Bucci, Wanda Gascho-White, Colleen 
Didur, Lisa Stewart, Pam Lansbergen, Christina Weldon, Jennifer Kong, Eunice Kong, 
Rachel Ringland, Jennifer Gregor

Regrets:  Dr. Carolyn Arnason

1.0 Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 11:15 am.

2.0 Introduction of Board Members and Committee Members

3.0 Introduction of Special Guests
Wanda Gascho-White, Past President of CAMT
Noreen Donnell, Vice President of CAMT
Adrienne Pringle, CAMT Continuing Education Chair

4.0 Approval of Agenda
Some amendments made and approved by consensus.

5.0 Approval of 2007 AGM minutes
Motion to approve made by Adrienne Pringle.  Seconded by Wanda Gascho-
White.

6.0 Message from CAMT President
Noreen Donnell, Adrienne Pringle and Rachel Gingland delivered the message on 
behalf of Louise Cadrin.  Please click here to access the CAMT President’s 
report: http://www.mtao.org/Content/Documents/Document.ashx?DocId=78026.

7.0 Business Arising
7.1 New Membership Categories

In order that the MTAO membership categories align with those of the 
CAMT, a vote was taken to adopt these new categories as outlined by the 
CAMT.  All in favour, and passed.  



The MTAO Bylaws will also be amended to align with the new 
membership categories.  An email reminder will be sent out when the 
MTAO website is updating and running with these new categories.

7.2 Strategic Plan
The 2009 Strategic Plan includes a renewed emphasis on Public Relations 
initiatives for the upcoming year, and feedback is always welcomed; with 
regards to the Conference Day as well as MTAO as a whole.

7.3 Coalition of Mental Health Professionals
We are waiting to hear of appointment to the Transitional Council, Heidi 
Ahonen-Eerikainen’s name has been put forth.

7.4 Private Practice Package
The PPP is COMPLETE!  Thank you so much to Heidi Flynn!  It will be 
available on the MTAO website, and any suggestions/changes to the field 
of Music Therapy should be emailed to the MTAO.  A hardcopy handout 
will soon be available, but at present will remain with the MTAO Board.

8.0 Approval of Board of Director’s 2007 Annual Reports
Motion to Approve was made by Pam Lansbergen and Seconded by Lisa Stewart.

9.0 Election: Education Chair
Due to some restructuring of the MTAO Board, an Education Chair position is 
being added.  Karie Bilger gave an overview of the revised Vice President 
position and the new Education Chair position, and handouts were made available 
also.  Nominations were put forth and Sarah Wilson accepted the nomination.  All 
in favour of Sarah Wilson assuming the role of Education Chair once MTA status 
has been achieved, passed unanimously.  Also asked for a vote to approve the 
BOD as it stands, and approved by consensus.
The MTAO Conference and AGM 2009 will be held at Wilfrid Laurier 
University.
  

10.0 New Business
10.1 PR Feedback

There was a request for feedback with regards to Public Relations 
Initiatives from the membership.  Some suggestions/comments were made 
with respect to generating referrals, distributing some general information 
about Music Therapy, updating the MTAO Brochure, creating a facebook 
account for Music therapy clinicians (and also help make the public aware 
of Music therapy), and the need for a French translator for some of the 
emails that MTAO receives.  
Some feedback/brainstorming from the membership included setting up a 
radio soundbyte to discuss what Music therapy is, saturating our 
communities with posters, etc. during National Music Therapy week (the 
3rd week of March), targeting newspaper and magazine editors with Music 
therapy articles, (possibly monthly or quarterly articles), set up a media 
page on the website where individuals could post 



interviews/stories/anecdotes on the benefits of Music therapy, establish a 
list of people who would be willing to do articles on a regular basis, and 
encourage them to be accountable to each other for meeting deadlines, and 
finally, to print Music therapy brochures that deal with specific 
populations that are reached by Music therapy (possibly have them 
available in PDF format on the website so that all members can access
them).  An individual was suggested who is a qualified French translator, 
Aleysa Courtnage. 

10.2 World Congress
The MTAO is financially supporting this Conference with some seed 
money.

10.3 Candace Rahn did the draw for Newsletter article submissions and also 
put in a request for others to write newsletter articles.  The winner was 
Sarah Wilson, with CE credits also awarded to the winner.

11.0 Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by:

_______________________________                 ________________________________
Jennifer Dureno, MTA                                               Tonya Castle Purvis, MPH, MTA
                                                                                    PhD student                                                       
MTAO Secretary                                                        MTAO President


