
MUSIC THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO 

AGM MINUTES 

September 25, 2010 

WLU, Waterloo, Ontario 

 

Present:  Tonya Castle Purvis, Karie Bilger, Jennifer Dureno, Trish Campbell, Ruth 

Roberts, Sarah Wilson, Jenne Kong, Angela Randall, Rachael Finnerty, Shirley Khalil, 

Dr. Carolyn Arnason, Tara Hogan, Rebecca McGuire, Samantha Borgal, Danna DaCosta, 

Rebecca Harknett, Joanna Shultz, Jessica Ko, Donja Jean Trivers, David Vircillo, Wanda 

Gascho-White, Deborah Seabrook, Linda Gambell, Rachel Ringland, Jennifer Gregor, 

Christina Shum, Akiko Nose, Andrea U, Emily Carruthers, Mallory Warriner, Yunhyuk 

Yim, Patricia Deek, Demian Kogutek, Kelvin Chau, Rebecca Verdun, Dan Rose, Brian 

Garner, Davina Leong, Sara Pun, Candace Rahn, Sharon Oh  

 

Regrets:  Jean Biller 

 

1.0 Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 11:40am. 

 

2.0 Introduction of Board and Committee Members 

 

3.0 Introduction of Special Guests 

Tonya introduced Wanda Gascho-White, Past President of the CAMT, Dr. 

Carolyn Arnason, Past President of the MTAO, and Dr. Colin Lee, Director of the 

WLU Music therapy program. 

 

4.0 Approval of Agenda 

Brian Garner made a motion to accept the 2010 agenda and Erin Morgan 

seconded the motion.  Approved by consensus. 

 

5.0 Approval of AGM 2009 Minutes 

Rachel Ringland made a motion to accept the minutes and Amy Clements Cortes 

seconded the motion.  Approved by consensus. 

 

6.0 Message from CAMT President 
Greetings from Guylaine Vaillancourt and the CAMT President’s message was 

delivered by Tonya Castle Purvis.  The CAMT’s strategic plan for the upcoming 5 

years, including every portfolio of the CAMT, will be on the website for 

member’s only.  Accreditation is of utmost importance to the CAMT and this 

information will be on the website.  From Erin Borczon the PR chair, membership 

in the CAMT is encouraged and the CAMT recently accredited their 500
th
 music 

therapist!  Some membership guidelines were also reviewed. 

A new liability insurance policy from Encon will be reviewed/forms posted on the 

website for the next renewal period in November.  From Sandy Pelley the 

Professional Development/Accreditation Chair reviewed some changes to the 

accreditation process.  The fee will increase to $225 effective December 1, 2010, 



and also reviewed some flexibility in the accreditation process.  Valerie Ivy, 

Education Chair informed the membership that the university Music therapy 

programs will undergo review beginning in the fall, and Carolyn Hoekstra, 

Continuing Ed. Informed the membership that Internship Supervisor Training will 

be available online soon.  Pam Lansbergen, Website Chair welcomes Norman 

Lachance, a new webmaster to help with the more complicated technical details 

with regards to improving and adding to the website. 

The 2011 CAMT Conference will be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, entitled “Back 

to the Center”. 

Wanda Gascho-White gave a Trust Fund update.  The Fund has a new website 

and it continues to reach out to industry professionals in the music business, as 

this is where much of the support comes from.  The DVD premiere will take place 

at the Royale in Toronto, and the cost of the DVD is $20.  Jodi Greenwood is the 

new Trustfund fundraiser coordinator and she encourages continued support from 

music therapists to help with fundraising. 

 

7.0 Business Arising 

 7.1  Strategic Plan 

Tonya reviewed the 2011 Strategic Plan and it can be seen on the MTAO website.  

Details of the regulation process were reviewed as well as updated PR details. 

7.2  OCMHP/Transitional Council 

Joyce Rowlands is the Registrar of the Transitional Council.  An update was 

given, and details can be seen on the Transitional Council’s website, though the 

details are currently vague.  The College is to be up and running by 2012 and 

there will be 3 titles.  If our work falls within the Scope of Practice/Controlled Act 

of the College (and Music therapy will), membership in the College will be 

encouraged.  The main focus of the College of Mental Health Practitioners is to 

protect the public and reduce the risk of harm. 

Registered Psychotherapist or Registered Mental Health Therapist are two of the 

titles that will be chosen by each individual who joins the College, the title 

“Music therapist” will no longer be used.  There is currently uncertainty/questions 

surrounding what our profession/future as music therapists will look like, much 

speculation is in the air with regards to regulation.  We must connect and solidify 

our identity as Music therapists in Ontario and across Canada.  The Scope of 

Practice for Music therapists was read aloud to the membership and it will be 

posted on the MTAO website. 

7.3  Regional Representation 

There are regional reps for both Eastern ON and Southwestern ON, still hoping to 

have a rep. from Northern ON. 

7.4  CAMT Professional Advocacy Committee 

Unfortunately, Cecilia Bellingham has stepped down from her position as PAC 

Head and they are looking for someone to step into this position, which falls 

under the PR portfolio.  Good communication took place at the CAMT 

Conference in 2009, and a survey that was sent out will be used to compile a table 

with information on other music practitioners and how they differ from music 

therapy.  



7.5  Committee for Sub-contracting Guidelines 

Suspended for the time being. 

 

8.0 Approval of BOD 2009 Annual Reports 

Motion to approve the Annual reports was made by Dr. Arnason, and seconded by 

Rachel Finnerty. 

 

9.0 Open Committee Positions 

 Website and Newsletter Committee positions are open and needing to be filled. 

 

10.0 New Business 

 10.1  Elections  1.  President – Rachael Finnerty 

    2.  Vice President – Jennifer Kong 

    3.  Public Relations Chair – Shirley Khalil 

    4.  Secretary – Rachel Ringland 

    5.  Student Liaison – Sara Pun  

 There was a vote on the 2011 Board of Directors, all in favour by consensus. 

 The incoming 2011 BOD is as follows:   

Rachael Finnerty, President 

Tonya Castle Purvis, Past President 

 Jennifer Kong, Vice President 

 Jean Biller, Treasurer 

 Rachel Ringland, Secretary 

 Shirley Khalil, Public Relations Chair 

 Ruth Roberts, Ethics Chair 

 Angela Randall, Member at Large 

 Sarah Wilson, Education Chair 

 Sara Pun, Student Liaison 

 

 10.2  CAMT/Chapters Ethics Committee 

There is ongoing communication between the Provincial Ethics Chairs, monthly 

sharing and discussion assists in gaining some understanding of various ethics 

issues. 

The email address for the MTAO is info@mtao.org 

Upcoming Events are as follows:  the International Music therapy Research 

Conference will take place on May 25-28, 2011, free to all WLU alumni. 

The Music Care Conference will be held at WLU in November 2010, contact 

room217.ca for more information. 

 

11.0 Adjournment 

 The AGM was adjourned at 12:49 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

___________________________________       _________________________________ 

Jennifer Dureno, MTAO Secretary                     Tonya Castle Purvis, MTAO President  

mailto:info@mtao.org


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


