
MUSIC THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO 

AGM MINUTES 

November 3, 2012 

WLU, Waterloo, Ontario 

 

Present:  Elizabeth Francoeur, Pamela Holm, Kimberly Manning, Kylie Klym, Linda 

Gambell, Laura Gillis, Brandon DeGroote, Elizabeth Heslinga, Heidi Flynn, Karen 

Kwok, Valerie Sheese, Demian Roguter, Melissa Jessop, Ruth Roberts, Jill Hedican, 

Amy Clement-Cortes, Erin Morgan (Lindan), Christina Weldon, Pam Lansbergen, Dana 

Prouse, Thyra Andrews, Erin Connor, Jennifer Gregor, Teresa Schettini, Eunice Kang, 

Katherine Sun, Andrea U, Steffi Ching, Emily Carruthers, Alyssa Kerfoot, Nancy Leung, 

Paul Beks, Junko Shimomura, Danielle Robert, Meghan MacMillan, Sarah Kroeker, 

Amanda Williams, Kristen DiMarco, Stephanie Levac, Jasmine Mincher, Sophia 

Christopher, Bonnie Brittain, Rebecca McGuire, David Vireillo, Jennifer Allen, Karie 

Bilger, Brian Garner, Carolyn Williams, Shirley Khalil, Jenne Kong, Angela Randall, 

Rachel Ringland, Rachael Finnerty, Dane Rose. 

 

1.0 Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 12:41 pm. 

 

2.0 Introduction of Board and Committee Members 

 Board Members were introduced and a brief description of their role(s) was given. 

 The Treasurer announced that all membership documents will be sent via email 

 for next year. 

 

3.0 Approval of Agenda  

Karie Bilger made a motion to accept the 2012 agenda and Elizabeth Francoeur 

seconded the motion.  Approved by consensus. 

 

4.0 Approval of AGM 2011 Minutes 

Jennifer Gregor made a motion to accept the minutes and Heidi Flynn seconded 

the motion.  Approved by consensus. 

 

5.0 Message from CAMT President 

 Amy Clements-Cortes, President of CAMT, updated the membership regarding 

 the association’s activities.  Currently, board members are revising the 

 accreditation process and are consulting provincial chapters and universities 

 during this process.  CAMT is also recruiting new ARB members to expedite the 

 accreditation process.  Internship guidelines were updated and all forms are now 

 available on the website for members.   

  

 The next CAMT conference will be held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  The Call 

 for Posters deadline will be in December, 2012.   

 

 All Annual Reports from board members will be approved in May. 

 



 CAMT will be required to comply with the new by-laws from Industry Canada in 

 order to run properly as a not-for-profit. 

 

 The Ethics Portfolio was re-vamped and now includes a complaint package.  This 

 document is available on the CAMT website. 

 

 CAMT was excited to launch its new website this year!  Feedback has been very 

 positive.  

 

 CAMT always welcomes new and returning volunteers.  The membership is 

 asked to consider giving their time in order to support the national association! 

6.0 Business Arising 

 6.1  Strategic Plan 

 The 2013 Strategic Plan will be posted on the MTAO website.  New highlights 

 include:  

 -  MTAO’s commitment to supporting members in building their competency 

 files for Registration with the provincial College;  

 -  and, providing more workshops, both practical and theoretical. 

 

6.2  Update from WLU, Carolyn Arnason 

Carolyn Arnason, the new Coordinator of the Masters of Music Therapy Program, 

updated the membership on recent events at WLU.  She thanked Colin, the new 

Coordinator of the Undergraduate Program, for his work as the former head of the 

Music Therapy Program. 

 

Dr. Arnason thanked Dr. Clements-Cortes who is currently teaching courses and 

supervising at WLU.  Dr. Clements-Cortes will also be helping with the research 

supervision.   

 

Dr. Arnason also thanked the part-time faculty for their teaching and supervision 

and reiterated that the program would be possible without their assistance. 

 

Currently there are nine supervisors at WLU.  The Dean is very supportive of the 

program and there continues to be many inquiries regarding the MMT program 

which has become internationally well-known.  Please contact Dr. Arnason if you 

are interested in pursuing a Masters in Music Therapy.   

 

Debra Martz-Melanson continues to help organize the placements for 

undergraduate and graduate students.  St. Mary’s Hospital is now a new graduate 

placement and Princess Margaret Hospital continues to be a graduate placement.  

Big thanks to Debra for all of her work. 

 



There will be two streams for the graduate program at WLU: 1. major research 

study, or, 2. clinical work.  Both will include a defense of either a research paper 

or case study. 

 

Dr. Arnason congratulated the graduate students for organizing a monthly round 

table on different topics, i.e. grant writing, and for developing a graduate student 

association. 

 

On Laurier Day 2012, a university-wide event which educates prospective 

students on its various programs, 40 attendees participated in the music therapy 

presentation.  This is a clear sign of the growing interest in music therapy!  

 

6.3  Update from the Trust Fund 

Wanda Gascho-White sent a letter to be read at the conference updating members 

regarding the activities of the Trust Fund and Music Therapy Centre.  This year 

has been very busy with many ongoing projects including: a new donor brochure, 

various fundraising events, new corporate partners, and a benefit concert with 

Daryl London with an aim to educate the public about music therapy. 

 

The Music Therapy Centre continues to undergo decorating updates. 

  

Please contact Wanda for more information.  A copy of her letter will be posted 

on the MTAO website.  

 

6.4  Regional Representation 

Rachel Ringland, Regional Representative for Eastern-Ontario updated the 

membership regarding the activities of music therapists in the greater Ottawa area.  

The group continues to meet regularly for Regulation updates, resource sharing, 

and social time. 

 

Report from Regional Representative for Southern Ontario, Candace Gardner – 

deferred. 

 

6.5  Student Conference 2013 

The annual student conference will be held at WLU on February 2, 2013.  Please 

check your email in the coming months for updates. 

 

 6.6  Revision of MTAO by-laws 

 The following changes will be made to the MTAO by-laws: 

1. The Vice President will no longer be required to visit the universities within 

the province.  Instead, he/she will be present at the Student Conference to 

answer questions. 

2. The Member at Large will now assist the Public Relations Chair. 

 

 



6.7  Membership Fee – October, 2013 

The fees for MTAO membership will no longer include admission to the 

conference.  This will take effect in 2014. 

7.0 Approval of BOD 2011 Annual Reports 

Motion to approve the Annual reports was made by Shirley Khalil, and seconded 

by Jennifer Kong. 

 

8.0 Open Committee Positions –  

 The following positions are open for election or re-election for 2013:  

 President, Vice President, Public Relations Chair, Secretary, and Member at 

 Large.  

 

9.0 New Business – Nominations and Elections 

 The following members have been nominated: 

  - President – Rachael Finnerty 

  - Vice President – Nancy Leung 

  - Secretary – Candace Rahn, Audra Young, Emily Carruthers  

  - Public Relations – Theresa Schettini  

  - Member at Large – Angela Randall, Audra Young 

 

 Following a vote, the positions of Vice President and Member at Large were 

 awarded to Candace Rahn and Angela Randall respectively. 

 

 The MTAO BOD positions for 2013 will be as follows: 

Rachael Finnerty, President 

 Nancy Leung, Vice President 

 Carolyn Williams, Treasurer 

 Candace Rahn, Secretary 

 Theresa Schettini, Public Relations Chair 

 Brian Garner, Ethics Chair 

 Angela Randall, Member at Large 

 Dan Rose, Education Chair 

 

10.0 Adjournment 

 The AGM was adjourned at 1:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

___________________________________       _________________________________ 

Rachel Ringland, MTAO Secretary                     Rachael Finnerty, MTAO President  

 

 


