
MUSIC THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 Minutes 
June 22, 2014 

 Toronto, Ontario 
Fox and Fiddle 

Present: Shirley Khalil, Michelle Song, Candace Rahn, Rachael Finnerty, Colleen Didur, Thyra 

Andrews, Teresa Schettini, Val Sheese, Nancy Leung, Angela Randall, Erin Clark, Andrea Lamont, 

Alessandra Santaguida, Erin Lindan, Wanda Gascho-White, Chrissy Pearson, Kylie Klym, Carolyn 

Williams, Karie Bilger, Melissa Jessop, Melanie Keyes, Aaron Lightstone, Noreen Donnell, 

Adrienne Pringle, Emily Finnigan, Jill Hedican, Ruth Roberts, Tonya Castle 

 

Regrets:  William Murray 

 

1. Call to Order 5:05 p.m. 

2. Welcome and recognition of special guests – Regrets from Jennifer Buchanan, Rachael’s 

final AGM as President.  Rachael thanked the membership for their trust and the Board 

for their support.  She told the membership that they were always foremost in her 

mind.  

3. Approval of Agenda – Approved by concensus 

4. Approval of 2013 AGM Minutes – Michelle Song approved minutes and Kylie Klym 

seconded. 

5. Approval of Board of Directors’ 2013 Annual Reports – Further details were requested 

by Andrea Lamont.  A Motion was made by Andrea Lamont to accept the 2013 Annual 

Report however with a further detailed analysis of the financial report and seconded by 

Tonya Castle.   

6. Business Arising 

- Introduction of the Board Members – BOD’s were introduced with regrets from 

Angela Randall and Bill Murray. 

- Strategic Plan – (draft & plans for further development) – The goal is to develop 

a plan that reflects the changing landscape in Ontario.  Further support is needed 

to raise the bar regarding our professional services and persona.  Updating the 

by-laws will be a large part of developing the new Strategic Plan.  Susan 

Summers, MTA-BC former President has kindly offered to assist MTAO with this 

enormous task.  The Strategic Planning Committee will continue to meet with 

Susan and others.  As a member driven organization we need feedback from 

members therefore we are asking members to complete a short survey at the 



booth at the June 2014 CAMT Conference.  It is a goal of the MTAO to hold the 

student conference in November and update the membership at that time on 

the progress made regarding the Strategic Plan.  At the AGM in February 2015 

we hope to have the new strategic plan for approval.   

- Regulation Update – The grand parenting process has begun for the College of 

Registered Psychotherapists.  You can complete small sections at a time and save 

them until you are finally ready to send your complete file/application.  If you 

feel your practice falls within the scope of practice please carefully consider 

entrance to the College.  Proclamation is slated for October 1st, 2014.  Pre-

registration is only available for grand-parenting applicants. The regular route to 

register is supposed to begin this summer but currently there are no updates. 

There are 2 routes to registration.  The regular route will be opening soon.   

- Student Conference November 2014 (annually) – Nov. 8th at Wilfrid Laurier 

University.  Goal to hold the conference every November.  Thanks to Val Sheese 

for organizing so quickly.   

- Next MTAO Conference/ AGM ( Feb 2015 annually) – Feb. 7th of 2015 will be 

hosted in Ottawa at the Perley Rideau.  We moved the Conference and AGM to 

February due to the approval of the Annual Report, Strategic Plan and By-Laws.     

   

7. Introduction of committee members at this time, and call for additional support. 

Michelle Song and Alessandra Santaguida have been helpful to Colleen and Valerie. If 

you would like to be involved with MTAO and do not wish to take on a Board Position, 

please connect with someone on the Board and be part of a committee. Contact us at 

info@musictherapy.com.    Being part of a committee allows for more flexibility.  We 

will support you in doing that.   

 

8. Update from Regional Reps - Kylie Klym (from Northern Ontario) is busy with many 

contracts and grant applications. 

 

9. New Business – Nominations and Elections 

- President – Rachael is leaving her position.  Role will remain vacant at this time.  

Nancy Leung will fulfill the responsibilities of this role until such time someone is 

nominated and accepts.  This candidate will be supported by the Past President 

as a Committee Member.   

- VP, Nancy Leung – Has volunteered to continue another term as VP.  Rachael 

nominated Nancy for VP, Michelle Song seconded.   
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- Secretary – Candace Rahn is leaving the position.  Melissa Jessop has been 

nominated.  Rachael Finnerty nominated Melissa and Carolyn Williams 

seconded.   

- PR – Teresa Schettini – In role for last 2 years and has volunteered to stay on.  

Rachael Finnerty nominated Teresa to stay on and Shirley Khalil seconded.   

- Government Issues – Colleen Didur’s term is finished.  Michelle Song has been 

working with Colleen and attending meetings.  She is ready to take on the 

position.  Rachael Finnerty nominated Michelle and Melanie Keyes seconded.   

- Member stated the importance of all BOD’s having MTA status.   

. 10.  Adjournment  

Meeting was adjourned at 5:45pm.   


