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_____________________________________________________ 
PRESIDENT              ____________________________________ 
 
It has been rewarding first year as president of MTAO. 2011 was a busy year for 
the MTAO, in addition to the usual preparation for the MTAO conference that was 
held in November, MTAO also partnered with Music Cares in its October 
conference.  This was a great success, providing a venue for music therapists to 
share what they do with other health care professionals, as well as musicians 
and educators. 
 
The board also started preparing for an additional conference day that will be 
held this year, Feb 4 2012.  This is a student/intern conference allowing students 
and interns a full day to speak with supervisors, learn about internships and ask 
general practice/employment questions.  
 
A regulation committee was coordinated through the MTAO, and this committee 
continues to meet, dialogue and complete feedback regarding the government 
regulation process.  This committee will continue until April 2012.  After April, the 
college will not be accepting any further feedback. Regular updates regarding 
regulation are posted on the MTAO website. 
 
The board is grateful to Jean Biller, former Treasurer and Sarah Wilson, former 
Education Chair, for their time and dedication to the MTAO board and wishes 
them all the best as they leave these positions. 
 
The board is excited to be working with Carolyn Williams, our new Treasurer, and 
Dan Rose, our new Chair of Education. 
 
The 2012 board is as follows: 
 
President, Rachael Finnerty 
Vice President, Jennifer Kong 
Secretary, Rachel Ringland 
Public Relations, Shirley Khalil 
Treasurer, Carolyn Williams 
Education Chair, Dan Rose  
Member at Large, Angela King  
 
Committee Positions: 
Newsletter Publisher, Rebecca Magill 
Newsletter Coordinator, Shirley Khalil 
Website, Jennifer Gregor 
Coalition Liaisons, Colleen Didur and Jillian Hedican 
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The MTAO wants its member to feel involved with its provincial organization and 
has made some changes to try and achieve this.  Regular emails are being sent 
with updates, resources, and requests for input. We are aware that the website 
needs revamping, and more information needs to be added to aid as a better 
resource for both the community and MTAO members.  This is a project in 
process. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Rachael Finnerty MTA MMT MA 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
VICE PRESIDENT    ____________________________________ 
 
2011 was a challenging but rewarding first year serving on the MTAO Board as 
Vice President.  Learning about the operations of the Board while simultaneously 
evaluating the updates on government regulation in context of the membership 
pretty much sums up my activities for this past year.  
 
In March, I visited The University of Windsor to speak to the music therapy 
students about MTAO.  My presentation was part of a full day conference of 
presentations and workshops organized by the Music Therapy Students’ 
Association, and the students who attended demonstrated much talent and 
enthusiasm for the profession. I would like to thank Alison Moraites for 
volunteering as the Windsor MTSA-MTAO Representative.  
 
In October, I also visited Wilfrid Laurier University to speak to the music therapy 
students there about MTAO. My presentation was part of a seminar class 
attended by both undergraduate and graduate students who displayed much 
potential for the profession. I would like to thank Satu Ylanko for volunteering as 
the Laurier MTSA-MTAO Representative.  
 
Government regulation was definitely the hot issue of this year, and it became 
much heated especially in September when we began forming a Regulation 
Committee in response to the Transitional Council’s Public Consultation on the 
Registration Regulation. Members of the Regulation Committee have since been 
making time to meet in person and on-line to discuss how best to draft the 
feedback on behalf of MTAO. The Regulation Committee is especially investing 
time into investigating potential implications of our feedback from several angles 
of the music therapy professional landscape. I would like to thank the Regulation 
Committee for their dedication and perseverance: Colleen Didur, Jill Hedican, 
Karie Bilger, Jane McLaren, Laurel Young, Amy Clements-Cortes, Andrea 
Lamont, Mary Rykov, Ruth Roberts, and Susan Summers.  
 
As we continue to persevere on drafting feedback for the Transitional Council, I 
look forward to another year of working together with great minds from all walks 
of their music therapy careers, and to exciting new MTAO endeavors.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Kong, B.Mus, MMT, MTA 
  

_______________________________________________________ 
SECRETARY 

 
There has been much to enjoy in my role as MTAO Secretary in 2011, including, 
regular meetings at Fermata Music Therapy in Hamilton, meeting fellow 
therapists from across the province, and working with a dedicated team to ensure 
that we support our members and promote the field.  Many thanks to all past and 
current board members who helped me transition into this role.  A special thanks 
to Jennifer Dureno, past Secretary, for keeping the records in excellent order. 
 
2011 was a busy year gearing up for regulation and its implications for our 
members.  As Secretary, I also continued to prepare meeting agendas, minutes, 
and other board documents for the website.  This was a particularly crucial time 
in the profession and we strived to bring information as quickly as possible to the 
music therapy community in Ontario.  I also acted at the Regional Representative 
for Eastern Ontario and facilitated meetings with local members to share 
regulation updates and answer questions. 
 
I look forward to continuing my term in 2012 and going forward with our Strategic 
Plan. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rachel Ringland, BMT MTA 
 
 

TREASURER _________________________________________   _  

Ten years keeping the books. Ten years witnessing from the inside the growth of 
our profession. Ten years of membership growth taking in new ideas, keeping 
pace (sometimes rapidly; sometimes rather slowly) with professional, social and 
political requirements. Ten years of working with a group of dedicated, 
committed, forward-looking people imbued with a fierceness for music therapy. It 
has been a special joy to be part of it and another kind of special joy to be able to 
step down and know that all those attributes continue on with the new and 
continuing board members. Welcome, Carolyn Williams, to the 
Treasurer/Membership position. 

Of course, it is not a perfect world, and our experience with attempting to transfer 
the bookkeeping program from one computer to another proved that adage to be 
true. Data transfer from a ten year old program could not be supported by the 
newer program. While we are in the process of setting up the new program and 
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integrating the old data, figures to accurately complete the 2011 financial report 
are not available in time for this Annual Report. Reported below are the income 
and expenses for 2011 with a few amounts yet to be verified and reported. The 
outstanding figures do not significantly change MTAO's financial picture. 

MTAO remains in a stable financial position. Having moved to a revolving 
membership renewal system has meant fewer extreme peaks and valleys in the 
ongoing graph of our financial status throughout the year. 

 
ORDINARY INCOME/EXPENSE 

JANUARY through DECEMBER 2011 
 

INCOME 
Conference AGM 170.00 
Float 145.00 
Fund raising 613.50 
Membership dues 7,600.00 
Misc. income 5.00 
______________ 
Total Income 8,533.50 
 
EXPENSE 
Annual General Meeting 
Float 145.00 
Food 1,395.48 
Honorariums 510.16 
Office Supplies 5.59 
Photocopy 93.11 
Total Annual General Meeting 2,149.34 
 
Bank charges 311.45 
Conference sponsorship 190.00 
Dues overpayment 10.00 
Insurance 955.80 
Office Supplies 
Mailbox 287.02 
Postage 400.02 
Office supplies – other 54.45 
Total Office Supplies 741.49 
 
Coalition Fee 760.00  
 
PR 
Photocopy 135.60 
Other 33.28 
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Total Public Relations 168.88 
 
Telephone 832.68 
Website 319.96 
__________________ 
Total Expense 6,439.60 
_______ 
NET INCOME 2,093.90  
________ 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jean Biller, MTA 
 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR                                               ________ 
 
It has been a great pleasure working on the MTAO Board of Directors this year.  
2011 has been a very busy one, and I feel that the current BOD and committee 
members have taken great strides in developing and promoting our association, 
as well as giving our members access to information and resources to assist 
them in their practice.   
 
I would like to thank Website Administrator Jennifer Gregor for her work over the 
year in developing the website and keeping it up-to-date.  We have added 
several new pages that are in progress:  links; client populations; media; 
regulation; resources; continuing education; for students/interns.  We have added 
some information to these pages, and will continue to upgrade the website by 
asking our members to contribute their own resources and links that can be 
shared with the membership. The discussion forum was also activated, and 
members were encouraged to submit thoughts or questions regarding the 
Regulation process that could be passed along to the BOD as well as the 
Regulation Committee.  It will stay active on the website as a tool for membership 
to connect and share any thoughts or questions regarding music therapy 
practice. Work on the website is ongoing, and it is my hope that the website will 
develop into a valuable resource that our members can turn to as well as 
promote to the public.  Thank you to all the members who have passed along 
resources, links, and/or resources for the website so far.   
 
Rebecca Magill and Trish MacAulay have worked hard to publish the three 
newsletters that were released this year (February, July, and October).  Thank 
you to Rebecca, for her continued dedication and support as newsletter 
publisher.  I am also grateful to all of the members who have contributed articles 
for these newsletters. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Trish, who 
stepped down this year from her position, for her work as newsletter coordinator.  
I have been in discussion with the BOD as well as Rebecca regarding the 
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newsletter over the year, and we are looking forward to taking it into a new 
direction by re-formatting it into an e-newsletter for 2012.   
  
MTAO has taken steps to enhance communication with members regarding 
regulation, continuing education, and upcoming events.  Regulation documents 
and links have been posted on our website.  Information sessions for members 
took place in 2011 and have been planned for early 2012.  Weekly email updates 
that informed members of the AGM and Conference, including presenter 
biographies, presentation descriptions, as well as AGM agenda items and 
registration reminders, were sent over a period of two months.  As a result of this 
strategy, I am happy to report that we set a record for the highest number of 
members that registered in advance for the conference, at 75.  Thank you to 
Education Chair Sarah Wilson, for her exceptional organizational skills, and for 
assisting me with sending out information that encouraged members to register 
and attend this year’s conference.   
 
Monitoring and responding to phone line and email messages is ongoing, and I 
have taken on the responsibility in ensuring that inquiries, events, resources and 
job postings from membership and members of the public are answered and 
posted as quickly as possible.  We have received quite a number of requests 
over the year from high school and university students asking to shadow or 
volunteer with a music therapist to help them learn about all aspects of music 
therapy, including education and job prospects.  These requests are posted on 
the Employment page of the MTAO website. 
  
The BOD has discussed changing the look and feel of our promotional materials 
by re-designing the logo and website.  While website updates have been worked 
on this year, we are continuing this project into 2012.   
 
As you can see, while we have accomplished so much over the past year, there 
are many more exciting developments to come.  I would like to thank all of the 
members of the Board for their ongoing support, as well as members that have 
provided me feedback and suggestions for continued improvements.  I look 
forward to serving you in 2012. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Shirley Khalil, MMT  MTA  

 
_____________________________________________________ 
EDUCATION CHAIR____________________________________ 
 
As the Education Chair in 2011, my main accomplishment was organizing and 
facilitating the Annual General Meeting and Conference on November 5th at 
Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Ontario. This was in accordance with 
section 3.1 of the 2011 Strategic Plan.  
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The first presentation of the day featured Amanda and Brent Kinnaird of Inspire 
Marketing, followed by a drum circle led by the captivating Kat van Lammerman. 
The AGM ran smoothly and featured an update on the regulation process in 
Ontario. Following the AGM there was a presentation of ethical dilemmas 
organized by Ruth Roberts, which was in accordance with section 3.3 of the 
2011 Strategic Plan. Christina Weldon, Kerry Byers and Candace Rahn all 
presented ethical and professional issues that generated thought-provoking 
discussion. The day ended with a vocal workshop led by Adrienne Pringle. The 
content of the workshop was widely applicable for all music therapists in their 
daily work, while also being enjoyable and relaxing! Fundraising efforts included 
a silent auction and 50/50 draw. Together these initiatives raised $603.50 for the 
MTAO – more than double last year’s amount! Thank you to all silent auction 
donors – your generosity is truly appreciated. 
 
Two new features of this year’s conference included a boxed lunch during the 
AGM, and conference bags donated by Hauser Furniture, which gave sponsors, 
universities and therapists the opportunity to advertise to all attendees. We also 
held the conference in a brand new lecture hall on the WLU campus.  
 
There was not a student or intern component to this year’s conference day 
because plans are in place for a new and separate student conference to be held 
in early 2012, geared towards giving students the opportunity to interact with 
working MTAs and current interns, and the chance to network with internship 
supervisors.  
 
I would like to thank the many people who contributed to the success of this 
year’s conference. Thank you to all of our presenters and small group facilitators, 
and to all board members who supported me through the planning process and 
helped on the day of the conference. I would also like to thank all conference 
volunteers, and again, all silent auction donors. Each year, the AGM & 
Conference is truly a group effort, and everything came together beautifully once 
again in 2011.  
 
As always, I was also available this year to liaise with and support any 
conferences, workshops, and education initiatives that were held in Ontario. I 
have truly enjoyed my third year of organizing this conference. It has been a 
valuable learning experience for me, and I am also thankful for the opportunity to 
work on the Board, to learn first-hand about what is going on in our profession, 
and to build relationships with other music therapists in Ontario. I feel confident 
passing the torch on to Dan Rose who will become the Education Chair starting 
in 2012. He has been an ongoing support as the IT person at each of the 
conferences I have facilitated, and I know he will bring enthusiasm and fresh 
ideas to the position. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sarah Wilson, BMT, MTA  


