
 
 

MUSIC THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING 
Saturday, February 29th, 2020 

Carleton Dominion-Chalmers Centre 

355 Cooper Street, Ottawa, ON 

 

Present – Julia Beth Kowaleski, Amanda Wiliams, Jane Proctor, Chantelle Whiteside, Maya Chriqui, Priya 

Shah, Dorothy Davies, Angela Randall, Noreen, Donnell, Melissa Jessop, Heidi Flynn, Adrienne Pringle, 

Ruth Roberts, Daniel Allen, Hayley Francis Cann, Kimberly Dolan, Karina Charczuk, Erin Hardley-Chubb, 

Amelia McGaugh, Zachary Rezler, Avalon Harris, Annilee Baron, Keilah Morrison-Partridge, Ryan 

Vermeer, Laura Teutsch, Amy Di Nino, Nicole Cochrane, Jennifer Cunningham, Danielle Nicholls, Rebecca 

Worden, Julien Fortier, Noa Kay, Landon Coleman, Larissa Zoubareva, Cheryl Jones 

Regrets – Miya Adout, Aksana Kavaliova 

1.0 Call to Order – Meeting was called to order by Julia Beth at 12:28 am. 

2.0 Welcome and Introductions of Board, Committee members, and Special guests 

Julia Beth introduced herself as the MTAO President. The other board members were also introduced 

including Jane Proctor as Treasurer, Amanda Williams as Secretary, Chantelle Whiteside as Education 

Chair, Maya Chriqui as Ethics Chair, Priya Shah as Government Regulation Chair and Dorothy Davies as 

Public Relations Chair. Aksana Kavaliova (Vice President) and Miya Adout (Member Relations) send their 

regrets. 

3.0 Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Julia Beth to approve the agenda, which was approved by 

Angela Randall and seconded by Adrienne Pringle. No discussions. No abstentions. All in favour – motion 

carried. 

4.0 Review of Procedures for AGM – Julia Beth reminded all present that anyone could ask questions, but 

only MTA status members may vote.   

5.0 Approval of 2019 AGM Minutes – A motion was made by Julia Beth to approve the 2019 AGM 

Minutes, which was approved by Ruth Roberts and seconded by Daniel Allen. No discussions. No 

abstentions. All in favour – motion carried.  



6.0 Presentation and approval of the 2019 Annual Reports, 2019 Financial Statement and 2020 Budget  

- 

6.1 Presentation of the 2019 Annual Reports of the Board of Directors  

 

President: Julia Beth reported that 2019 was a great year for the MTAO. Highlights included the 

On-the-Go advertising project in the GTA. This year, the MTAO is planning to pay for advertising 

with different organizations such as the Ontario Long Term Care Association. 

 

Vice President: On behalf of Aksana, Julia Beth reported that Aksana has been focusing on the 

health benefits project. The MTAO received about 30 respondents to the initial interest survey. 

Aksana has connected with the CAMT to bring this project to a national level. 

 

Secretary: Amanda reported that she is completing her term as Secretary and she encouraged 

interested music therapists to apply for the position.  

 

Treasurer: Jane reported that the MTAO is fiscally strong and still has a surplus. She has been 

working to balance recurring costs with recurring income. Jane highlighted the larger expenditures in 

2019 including the On-the-Go advertising project, by-law fees and the pre-conference costs. In the 

2020 Budget, the largest expenditure is allocated to the website re-work project. 

 

Public Relations: Dorothy reported that she has updated the website including brand continuity, 

adding contact information for the MTAO board, updating the clinical supervisors list and the 

regional representative information. She continues to develop the MTAO social media platforms and 

to keep music therapists connected through email communication. Looking forward, Dorothy will be 

working on revamping the MTAO website. 

 

Education Chair: Chantelle reported the 2019 MTAO conference in Hamilton was well-received. In 

October, the MTAO hosted the annual SISC. Chantelle completes her term as Education Chair. 

 

Ethics Chair: Maya reported that there was only one misrepresentation reported to the Ethics Chair 

in 2019. She encouraged music therapists to reach out with questions regarding ethical dilemmas. 

Maya is completing her term as Ethics Chair but will be staying on for an additional term. 

 

Government Regulation Chair: Priya reported that she has been keeping up-to-date on changes 

rom the CRPO. She encouraged members to check out the Partnership of Registered 

Psychotherapists (PRPO) for resources. Priya highlighted that the PRPO current mission is to 

advocate for HST/GST exemption for psychotherapy services.  

 

Member Relations Chair: Julia Beth encouraged members to review the 2019 Annual Report 

document.  

Julia Beth motioned to approve the 2019 Annual Reports, which was approved by Adrienne Pringle and 

seconded by Laura Teutsch. No discussions. No abstentions. All in favour – motion carried. 



6.2 Approval of the 2019 Financial Statement – Julia Beth motioned to approve the Financial 

Statements for 2018 which was approved by Daniel Allan and seconded by Kimberly Dolan.  

seconded. No discussions. No abstentions. All in favour – motion carried. 

 

6.3 Approval of the 2020 Budget –  Julia Beth motioned to approve the 2020 Budget which was 

approved by Ruth Roberts and seconded by Noreen Donnell. No discussions. No abstentions. All in 

favour – motion carried. 
 

7.0 New Business:  

7.1 Board and committee member term completions – Julia Beth thanked Chantelle Whiteside 

and Amanda Williams who are completing their term.  

 

7.2 Online Election Results –  Julia Beth reported that 45 people vote during this year’s elections. 

There were no nominations for President or Secretary.  
 

7.3 Board Nominations 
 

7.3.1 President – No nominations received. Julia Beth volunteered to continue in this role 

for another term.  

 

7.3.2 Secretary – No nominations received. Position remains open. 

 

7.3.3 Education Chair – Miya Adout was elected for the role of Education Chair. 

 

7.3.4 Member Relations – Daniel Allen was elected for the role of Member Relations. 

 

7.3.5 Treasurer – Jane volunteered to continue in this role for another term.  

 

7.4 Presentation of the new Board members – The board welcomed Daniel Allen as Member 

Relations.  
 

8.0 Regional Representative Updates  

Toronto Area – Steffi Ching: On behalf of Steffi, Dorothy reported that the Toronto area music therapists 

have seen a lot of growth. They have been connecting with students, interns and recent graduates in 

supporting them through their internship and helping them to find work. The TAMT has three social events 

planned for 2020.  

Kitchener-Waterloo Area – Amy Di Nino: Amy reported that the Kitchener-Waterloo music therapists are 

looking at using online platforms to connect. In March, they will be highlighting music therapists in the area 

on their social media pages to celebrate their work. 

Ottawa area – Jennifer Cunningham:  Jennifer highlight the CAMT conference that was was held in 

Ottawa-Gatineau. She also noted that the Ottawa music therapists gathered last year for two workshops – on 

percussion skills and techniques and another workshop on vocal techniques. 



Northern Ontario Area – Kylie Klym:  On behalf of Kylie, Amy Di Nino reported that her company will 

soon be opening a home studio soon. She will be speaking at the Alzheimer’s Society of Algoma and other 

events in the area. By the Bay Music Therapy in Thunder Bay is also doing well. 

Niagara Area – Mallory Warkentin: On behalf of Mallory, Maya reported the past year was a positive one 

overall. The Niagara region music therapists continue to advocate for music therapy through presentations 

and events. The regional Niagara government recently created two full-time music therapy positions which 

have been filled. Hospice Niagara announced funding for a music therapy program. Brock University now 

offers an introductory music therapy course.   

Barrie-Muskoka Area – Heidi Flynn:  Heidi reported music therapy in the area continues to grow and 

there are currently 8 music therapists in the area. Her company has been approached to offer a keynote 

address at the North Muskoka BSO conference. The Barrie-Muskoka music therapists will continue to meet 

regularly to share resources,  support one another and develop skills through workshops and education.  

Windsor-Chatham Area – Candace Rahn:  no report submitted.  

Durham-Whitby area – Daniel Allen: Danny reported that music therapy in the area continues to flourish. 

They currently have about 10-13 members. They continue to advocate for the music therapy through 

information fairs and events and plan to meet for socials throughout the year. 

9.0 Adjournment  - A motion was made to adjourn by Heidi Flynn and was seconded by Melissa Jessop. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:07 pm by Julia Beth. 
 

 

 

_______________________________   _______________________________ 

Julia Beth Kowaleski, President   Amanda Williams, Secretary 


