
MUSIC THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

February 25, 2023
Zoom Conference

Present:
Adriana Jankovic, Aksana Kavaliova-Mousi, Amanda Young, Amy Clements-Cortes, Amy Di
Nino, Amy Harris, Angela Randall, Chelsea-Anne Woolridge, Dana Prouse, Daniel Allen, Dylan
McIssac, Hailey Davis, Hope Pascoe, Jane Proctor, Kelly Lefaive, Kimberly Dolan, Kristen
DiMarco, Kristina, Twilt, Kylie Klym, Laura Gillis, Laura Rostron, Mairead Harrigan, Maya
Chriqui, Melanie Keyes, Natalie Bartley, Reenie Perkovic, Sara Klinck, Steffi Friyia, Thyra
Andrews, and Tim Lee

Regrets: Antonietta Mongillo Desideri, Callahan Connor, Jennifer Cunningham, Mariah Story,
Miman Chang, and Victoria Di Giovanni

1.0 Call to Order
Amy called the meeting to order at 11:48 AM.

2.0 Welcome and Introductions of Board Members, Committee Members, and Special
Guests

Board Members: Amy Di Nino (President), Aksana Kavaliova-Moussi (outgoing Vice
President), Hope Pascoe (Secretary), Jane Proctor (Ethics Chair), Kristina (outgoing Public
Relations Chair), Kimberly Dolan (Education Chair), Amy Harris (Treasurer), Kristen DiMarco
(Government Regulations Chair), Daniel Allen (Member Relations Chair)

3.0 Approval of Agenda
Amy Harris motions approval, Sara Klinck seconds - carried.

4.0 Review of Procedures for AGM
Members encouraged to type questions into the chat and use the raise hand function for voting,
Voting and motion procedures according to Robert’s Rules, only MTA members can vote.

5.0 Approval of 2022 AGMMinutes
Amy Clements-Cortes motions approval, Tim Lee seconds - carried.



6.0 Approval of the 2022 Annual Reports, 2022 Financial Statement, and 2023 Budget

6.1 Approval of the 2022 Annual Reports of the Board of Directors
Amy Clements-Cortes motions approval, Angela Randall seconds - carried

6.2 Approval of the Financial Statements for 2022
Steffi Friyia motions approval, Thyra Andrews seconds - carried

- Discussion about why there is a projected deficit for this year, Amy Harris
clarified this is due to costs of renovating the website last year but that it is not a
significant concern going forward as the website is now active and working

6.3 Approval of the 2023 Budget
Sara Klinck motions approval, Kylie Klym seconds - carried.

- Discussion about what the liaison expense is for and Amy Harris clarified the
subcategories of liaison on page two of the budget.

7.0 New Business:

7.1 Board and committee member term completions
Kristina Twilt (Public Relations Chair) and Aksana Kavaliova-Moussi (Vice President)
7.2 Recognition of outgoing board members
Amy Di Nino expressed thanks to Aksana for serving as Vice President for the past two
terms, four years. Amy Di Nino thanked Kristina for her efforts serving the board,
especially all her help getting the new website working.
7.3 Online Election results
Results: Appointment of Steffi Friyia as our new Vice President. Appointment of
Callahan Connor as Public Relations Chair. No vote because only two nominees (one for
Vice President and one for Public Relations Chair.
7.4 Board Nominations

7.4.1 Vice President
Pleased to announce Steffi Friyia will be taking on this position.
7.4.2 Public Relations
Pleased to announce Callahan Connor will be taking on this position.

7.5 Presentation of the new Board members
Amy Di Nino welcomes Steffi Friyia and Callahan Connor to the Board of Directors

8.0 Regional Representative Updates

There are nine regions across Ontario - for more information please see the MTAO website or
email Daniel Allen - Member Relations Chair: memberrelations.mtao@gmail.com
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Waterloo Region and Surrounding Areas Rep: Mariah Story
● In 2022 many music therapists in this region adapted to hybrid, in-person and virtual

sessions, this year they have shifted back to almost 100% in person sessions and
meetings.

● Now meeting as a region in-person again as well.
● Next meeting will be on March 4th. Students and interns are also welcome and looking

forward to expanding our region this year.
● If you are in the region and have not received information please reach out to Mariah to

be added to the emails and Facebook groups: mariahclstory@gmail.com.

Durham Region Rep: Antonietta Mongillo Desideri
● Creative Minds Music Therapy started new program with Ontario Tech University to

offer students sessions for coping with stress.
● Lots of demand for music therapy in this region and few new music therapists.

Eastern Ontario Rep: Jennifer Cunningham
● Jennifer can be contacted by email: heartformusic@gmail.com

Hamilton/Brantford Rep: Sara Klinck
● Continuing to engage with MTAs, students and interns in clinical and academic growth.
● Hoping for more opportunities for formal meetings as a region this year, there has been

more informal supervision meetings among members in the region.
● Many music therapists are serving in contracts, subcontracts, employment positions and

settings such as private pracitce, hospice, long term care, children’s hospitals, mental
health services, bereavement care, school boards from infants to older adults.

● There has been increased advocacy leading to expansion of programs and piloting of new
programs and it is anticipated there will be more of these new projects in the coming
year.

● Excited to welcome new students and MTAs in the region and celebrate those pursuing
continuing education at the masters level in the region and teaching in the university
settings.

● Total 19 therapists working in Hamilton registered with the MTAO, 8 additional
therapists not on the MTAO registry for a total of 27 working in Hamilton area and 7-8
working in the Brantford area.

● Focusing on providing more peer support, resource sharing, and continuing education
opportunities for the region this year

● If you are in Hamilton/Brantford, please reach out to connect: saraklinck@gmail.com

Northern Ontario Rep: Kylie Klym
● The region extends from Parry Sound to past Thunder Bay area, including the Sault Saint

Marie area
● Connected with new students interested in working in North Bay and other areas of the

region. Growth in number of students and new MTAs trained outside of Ontario.
● Hoping for more connections and continued growth is the goal in the coming year, mostly

by email as the region is so large it makes connecting in-person a challenge.

mailto:mariahclstory@gmail.com
mailto:heartformusic@gmail.com


● If you are in Northern Ontario and would like to be connect with the regional rep., please
reach out to connect: kylie@kadencemusictherapy.com

GTA Rep: Steffi Friyia
● GTA music therapists met three times over zoom doing intervention swap and

professional development opportunities as well as a time to speak to interns and recent
graduates about job finding in Toronto.

● This year they hope to do a mix of online and in-person events with a focus on
re-connecting members in the region.

● Finishing up her masters at University of Toronto and has enjoyed connecting with the
students there and re-learning about the internship process.

● Save the Dates: March 23 on Zoom at 7:30pm, April 20 on Duke of York in Toronto at
7:30pm, June 8 on Duke of York in Toronto at 6:30pm, September 21 on Zoom at
7:00pm, November 2 on Duke of York in Toronto at 6:30pm

● Follow @torontoareamusictherapy on Instagram and Facebook or email
torontoareamusictherapists@gmail.com to be put on the mailing list.

Barrie-Muskoka Rep: VACANT

Windsor-Chatham-Sarnia Rep: VACANT

Please reach out to Daniel Allen if you are interested in serving as regional representative in one
of the regions that currently has a vacancy.

Daniel was pleased to announce Aksana Kavaliova-Mousi will be the new Niagara Region
Representative.

9.0 Other Business
Amy Di Nino shared that Kristen DiMarco (Government Regulations Chair) will be staying on
the board serving another two-year term and thanked her for her work in this position in the past
two years.

Kristina Twilt thanked the Social Media Committee, Miman Chang and Victoria Di Giovanni,
for their efforts in the past year and farewell to Victoria Di Giovanni who is stepping down from
her position.

10.0 Adjournment
Meeting Adjourned at 12:33 PM. Jane Proctor motions, Dana Prouse seconds - carried.
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