
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING  

March 1, 2025  
Sheraton Hotel Hamilton & Online Zoom Conference  

 
Present: (In-Person) Aksana Kavaliova, Alejandra Arevalo, Angela Randall, Ashley Kurkjian, 
Caleb Gilman, Callahan Connor, Charlotte McCuaig, Chrissy Pearson, Christina Ramirez, Daiva 
Zemaitis, Elizabeth Eastwood, Hope Pascoe, Justine Stehouwer, Kaitlyn Aquino, Katie 
Hampton, Kimberly Dolan, Kristen DiMarco, Larissa Zoubareva, Molly Nystuen, Rachel 
Rinnerty, Ruth Watkiss, Sara Thoeny, and Steffi Friyia 
 
(Virtually) Amanda Young, Candace Rahn, Grace Davidson, Johny Nguyen, Kaelyn McCallum, 
Nicola Oddy, Rebecca Worden, Sarah Martin, and Thyra Andrews. 
 
Regrets: Jessica Kwong and Kylie Klym. 
  
1.0 Call to Order 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) called the meeting to order at 11:59 AM. 
 
2.0 Welcome and Introductions of Board Members, Committee Members, and Special 
Guests  
 
Board Members: Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President), Hope Pascoe (Secretary), 
Kaitlyn Aquino (Treasurer), Callahan Connor (Public Relations Chair), Kylie Klym (Member 
Relations Chair), Kimberly Dolan (outgoing Education Chair), Ashley Kurkjian (Government 
Regulations Chair), Kristen DiMarco (Ethics Chair) 
 
Committee Members: Eryn Russell, Tim Lee, Yiqing Xiang, and Steph Cork 
 
Conference Volunteers: Christina Ramirez and Tina Jia. 
 
Regional Reps: Jennifer Cunningham (Eastern Ontario/Ottawa and Surrounding Areas), 
Alejandra Arevalo (Niagara Region), Kaelyn McCallum (Northern Ontario), Steffi Friyia (GTA) 
 
3.0 Approval of AGM Agenda 
Angela Randall motions approval, Elizabeth Eastwood seconds - motion carried.  



 
4.0 Review of Procedures for AGM 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) provided the following directions. We will follow 
the agenda as outlined. Please save your questions or comments for designated discussion 
periods. Online attendees can use the chat function or convey questions to online moderator 
Kristen DiMarco (Ethics Chair) to be passed on to Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice 
President). 
 
 5.0 Approval of 2024 AGM Minutes 
Charlotte McCuaig motions approval, Molly Nystuen seconds - motion carried. 
 
6.0 Approval of the 2024 Annual Reports, 2024 Financial Statement, and 2025 Budget 
 

6.1 Approval of the 2024 Annual Reports of the Board of Directors 
 
Elizabeth Eastwood motions approval, Aksana Kavaliova seconds - motion carried. 
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) shared the mission of the MTAO and the 
MTAO Strategic Plan 2025-2026. Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) invited 
members to share their feedback on the Strategic Plan by emailing her after the meeting. 

  
6.2 Approval of the Financial Statements for 2024 
 
Kaitlyn Aquino (Treasurer) spoke to the financial statements. She highlighted the primary 
source of income being the membership dues and reviewed the expenses noting the 
variance from budgeted due to the lack of bursaries as the CAMT was cancelled in 2024.  
 
Kaitlyn Aquino (Treasurer) spoke about moving forward with getting access to the CRA 
and Ontario Business Registry accounts for the MTAO transferred from previous board 
members to herself and the other executive board members.  
 
Angela Randall motions approval, Caleb Gilman seconds - motion carried.  
 
Kaitlyn Aquino (Treasurer) shared the MTAO membership trends from 2016-2024. She 
highlighted the drop in memberships in 2022 due to difficulties with migrating to the new 
website. She shared that starting this year, the MTAO will be moving to a universal 
membership renewal date of October 1st each year.  

 
6.3 Approval of the 2025 Budget 
 
Kaitlyn Aquino (Treasurer) spoke to the 2025 Budget. She noted the higher budget for 
2025 compared to 2024 due to the addition of a lawyer and accountant, increased fees for 
venue rentals for conferences, increases in insurance fees, the addition of a cyber 



insurance policy, reimbursements for more board members attending conferences, and the 
bursaries members attending the CAMT and MTAO conferences. 
 
Angela Randall noted that the expenses are greater than projected income for this year. 
She inquired if this is something we can expect to continue in the future. Kaitlyn Aquino 
(Treasurer)  shared that some of the expenses are a one-time fee for this year (e.g.  
lawyer) so it is not expected to be a yearly trend to have a deficit. She added that the 
MTAO will still have $6,000 in the account at the end of 2025 with the proposed budget.  
 
Elizabeth Eastwood asked if there is anticipation that there will be future need for legal 
fees. Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) shared the purpose of having the 
lawyer is for review of our by-laws and at this time we do not see the need for working 
with a lawyer on an ongoing basis after the by-laws have been reviewed.   
 
Thyra Andrews motions approval, Elizabeth Eastwood seconds - motion carried.​  

 
7.0 New Business: 
 

7.1 Board and committee member term completions 
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) has completed her term as Vice President 
and will be taking on the role of President. Outgoing Education Chair, Kimberly Dolan, 
will be stepping into the Vice President position.  
 
7.2 Recognition of outgoing board members  
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) expressed thanks to Kimberly Dolan for 
serving on the board as Education Chair for the past few years.  
  
7.3 Board Nominations 

7.3.1​ Education Chair 
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) invited nominations from the floor 
for the Education Chair position. No nominations were made.  
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) shared that she is pleased to 
announce Jessica Kwong has expressed willingness to serve in this position prior 
to the AGM and will be taking on the position of Education Chair.  
 
 
 
 
 



7.3.2 Vice President  
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) shared that she is pleased to 
announce Kimberly Dolan (outgoing Education Chair) will be taking on the 
position of Vice President. 
 

7.4 Presentation of the new board members 
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) welcomes Jessica Kwong to the Board of 
Directors and introduces all 2025 MTAO Board Members.  
 

8.0 Regional Representative Updates 
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) introduced the Regional Representatives on behalf 
of Kylie Klym (Member Relations Chair). 
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) read a report from Jennifer Cunningham (Eastern 
Ontario/Ottawa-Kingston-Brockville-Cornwall-Perth-Pembrook and communities, counties and 
townships in the area east of Trenton Representative): The region is doing well. Please reach out 
to Jennifer if there are any concerns.  
 
Kaelyn McCallum (Northern Ontario Representative) shared the following report: The region 
welcomed two new music therapists this year (in the Port Francis and Rainy River area and in 
Thunder Bay). They are working on planning some online meetings. The region started a Google 
Drive to connect and share resources among MTAs in the area. Their members are currently 
focusing on advocacy in the region as they begin their practices. One of the MTAs has paired up 
with an SLP in the area, another with the Music for Every Child program, and other members in 
the region have been attending events to speak and advocate about music therapy. They are 
hopeful to have another MTA in the region soon.  
 
Alejandra Arevalo (Niagara Region Representative) shared the following report: The MTAs are 
working on building and cultivating community in the region. They have started having quarterly 
meetings online for resource sharing, self-care, and building community. They also started a 
Google Drive for sharing professional endeavours (name, populations, training, areas of work). 
They currently have 3 MTAs in the region attending events and the invitation for others to join is 
open.  
 
Steffi Friyia (Toronto and GTA Representative) shared the following report: 8/90 members in the 
region have been attending their meetings. They are working on creating a GTA fee survey with 
the goal to share this with other regions in the future. If members are interested in joining, they 
can contact Kylie Klym (Member Relations Chair) at memberrelations.mtao@gmail.com 
 
Steffi Friyia (Acting President/Vice President) reminded members to please reach out to Kylie 
Klym (Member Relations Chair) at memberrelations.mtao@gmail.com if you are interested in 
serving as regional representative in one of the regions that currently has a vacancy. The vacant 
regional representative positions are listed below: 
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●​ Hamilton, Brantford, Burlington Region 
●​ Durham Region 
●​ Windsor/Chatham/Sarnia Region 
●​ Barrie/Muskoka Region 
●​ Waterloo and Surrounding Areas Region 

 
9.0 Other Business 
 
None. 
 
10.0 Adjournment 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:42 PM. Angela Randall motions, Aksana Kavaliova seconds - motion 
carried.  


